C par-2 (RNAi) pkc-3 (RNAi) ect-2 (RNAi) wt cyk-1(ts) arx-2(RNAi) arx-2 (RNAi) cyk-1(ts) cyk-1(RNAi)
traced from midplane images of embryos expressing the indicated GFP fusions at mid-establishment (5 min pre-NEBD) or mid-maintenance phase (NEBD). For each embryo the asymmetry index (ASI) was calculated at each timepoint from the extracted profiles. Note asymmetry of both PH PLC 1 and RHO-1 is low at establishment phase and is reduced further at maintenance phase when filopodia dissipate, consistent with filopodia contributing to weak apparent asymmetry during the establishment phase. By contrast, CDC-42 exhibits moderate asymmetry during establishment when anterior filopodia are high, but its asymmetry increases further by NEBD, when filopodia dissipate. For reference, the polarity protein PAR-6, which is not prominently enriched in these structures due to association with PAR-3 clusters, is highly polarized at both time points. Together these data suggest that filopodia-like structures, despite being highly asymmetric, do not contribute significantly to overall polarity in membrane concentrations. 
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